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 THE CREATION OF MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 
 
What God loves, the world scorns.  
 
What God despises, the world loves.  
 
Nowhere is this teaching more obvious today than in marriage and the family.  People desire 
happiness, but they shun the means by which genuine happiness is obtained.  Parents talk 
endlessly about giving their children all the advantages of life, but they seldom begin with the 
nurture of their immortal souls.  Forgotten in all the discussions about this subject is one great 
fact: God created the institution of marriage by His Word.  We can see the evidence of this fact 
in the universal practice of a man marrying a woman for life, whether this is among the least 
developed cultures or the most refined societies.  Many people pine for a life-long relationship 
of love, friendship, and cooperation, blessed by the raising of children.  All the substitutions for 
God’s institution of marriage bear witness to the failure of man to invent a better way for adults 
to live and raise children than life-long marital fidelity and faithfulness to the Word.  We cannot 
change the fact of original sin and its effects, but God has given us His wisdom in combating 
sinfulness and establishing a family with His blessings.  Nothing is more valuable in a marriage 
than the blessing of the Holy Trinity. 
 
Luther Quote on Proverbs 18:22, “The world says of marriage: A short joy and a long 
displeasure.  But let is say whatever it please.  Whatever God has created and wants is bound to 
be a mockery to it … He who is married but does not understand married life can never live in it 
without displeasure, trouble, and misery.” 
 
Luther quote on Genesis 24, “Whoever intends to enter married life should do so in faith and 
in God’s name.  He should pray God that it may prosper according to His will and that marriage 
may not be treated as a matter of fun and folly.” 
 
More Luther on Genesis 24, “This is a true definition of marriage: Marriage is the 
God-appointed and legitimate union of man and woman in the hope of having children or at 
least for the purpose of avoiding fornication and sin and living in the glory of God.  The 
ultimate purpose is to obey God, to find aid and counsel against sin; to call upon God; to seek, 
love, and educate children for the glory of God; to live with one’s wife in the fear of God and to 
bear the cross; but if there are no children, nevertheless to live with one’s wife in contentment 
and to avoid all lewdness with others.” 



 
The current view of marriage is entirely material, so it cannot possibly yield anything of 
spiritual value, even though a type of pagan spirituality is popular today.  Fueled by popular 
music, couples may think that physical attraction is the foundation of marriage and the only 
reason for continuing the marital union.  Given this faulty view, it is not surprising that living 
together in fornication is viewed by society and many clergy as perfectly acceptable.  Why 
would adulterous clergy object to fornication?  Some people try to argue against co-habitation 
by saying the divorce rate is higher for those who live together before marriage.  However, this 
is an erroneous argument based upon the outcome of sin, and it inadvertently supports the end 
justifying the means, situational ethics.  The message from such an argument seems to be: Do 
what is ultimately good for you.  The Bible is not a self-help book.  However, God commands 
what is good, so faithfulness to God’s Word will always yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness in time.  From a Biblical point of view, living together without marriage is the 
same as despising God’s Word, since God established marriage through His Word. 
 
Genesis 1:27-28  So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
Genesis 2:23-24  And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
 
The Scripture reveals that God uses the metaphor of marriage to describe His love and affection 
toward His people.  In this contrary age of opposition to marriage and respect for spirituality, 
we should pay especially close attention to the way in which God honors marriage in the 
Scripture. 
 
Isaiah 62:4-5  You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, Nor shall your land any more be 
termed Desolate; But you shall be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; For the Lord 
delights in you, And your land shall be married.   For as a young man marries a virgin, So shall 
your sons marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So shall your God rejoice 
over you. 
 



This Biblical comparison is tender and intimate, drawing a parallel between God’s love for His 
people and a bridegroom’s delight with his virgin bride.  This should lead husbands to look 
upon their wives the way God views believers: patiently, eager to forgive, honoring whatever is 
good.  Marriage is a delight when husbands and wives base their love for each other upon 
forgiveness rather than the Law.  However, this basis for marriage is very rare.  The 
fundamental error of our time is to deny that God created marriage as part of the civil order that 
governs all people. 
 
In Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MONDAY DIVINE SERVICE will not be offered the last two Mondays in August (20 & 27) 
and the first Monday in September (3) while Pastor is visiting family.  
 
WHILE PASTOR IS VISITING FAMILY The elders will be your first contact while Pastor              
Pautz is visiting family. The elders are available to visit you as you need help or are                 
hospitalized, pray with you privately or add your prayer to the Sunday service prayers, make               
verbal announcements on Sundays, and assist with other questions to the best of their ability.               
Aaron Eversmeyer 563-263-5628; Seth Francis 563-299-2412; John Buttke 563-212-1788;         
David Lord 678-480-1625; Phil Schliesman 563-554-4057.  
 
RALLY DAY POTLUCK is Sunday, September 9th starting at about 11:15 a.m. after Sunday              
School. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES begin on Wednesday, September 12th. The Men’s Group           
will again start at 6:30 a.m. The Women’s Group will continue to meet at 9:30 a.m. Weekday                 
School will start at 6:15 p.m. 
 



 
 
QUOTE worth memorizing from Luther’s Large Catechism: 
 
66 These articles of the Creed, therefore, divide and separate us Christians from all other people 
on earth. Even if we were to concede that all people outside Christianity—whether heathen, 
Turks, Jews, or false Christians and hypocrites—believe in and worship only one true God, they 
still do not know what His mind toward them is and cannot expect any love or blessing from 
Him. Therefore, they abide in eternal wrath and damnation. For they do not have the Lord 
Christ, and, besides, are not illumined and favored by any gifts of the Holy Spirit [1 Corinthians 
2:9–16; Hebrews 6:4–6]. 
 
Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2005), 406. 
 
QUOTE worth memorizing on Justification by Faith from the Augsburg Confession 
 
[Historical Note: There is a historic saying in Lutheranism that the Church stands or falls on 
the article of justification. To justify means “to declare righteous.” God’s sure and certain 
declaration that we are righteous in His eyes is possible only because of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Through His life, Jesus satisfied God’s demand for perfect obedience. Through His 
sacrificial death, Jesus took God’s wrath and atoned for the sins of the world. The Holy Spirit, 
through the means of grace, works in us saving faith, which personally apprehends what Christ 
has done for us. Our justification before God, therefore, is brought about by the One who lived, 
suffered, and died for our salvation. We cannot merit God’s favor through our obedience; we 
cannot offer sacrifices to pay for our sins. But what we cannot do for ourselves, Christ has done 
for us. He is the solid Rock on which God builds His Church. On Him,   p 33  and Him alone, 
we stand forgiven. (See also Ap IV; SA III XIII; FC Ep III and SD III.)] 
 
1 Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, 
or works. 2 People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that 
they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His death, 
Christ made satisfaction for our sins. 3 God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight 
(Romans 3 and 4 [3:21–26; 4:5]. 
 
Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia 



Publishing House, 2005), 32–33. 
  



AUGUST 2018 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesd

ay  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

 
 

    1 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Bible Study  

 

2  3  4 
 

5 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
11:30 Elder Meeting 
 
Elder      David Lord  
Organist TBD 
Greeter   - 

6 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
 
 

7 
 

8 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Bible Study  
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder      A. Eversmeyer 
Organist Mary Francis 
Greeter  Jean Dragon 

13 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

14 
Pastor 
Pautz will 
be away 
from pulpit 
and Bible 
studies 
until 
September 
3 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Rev. Glawitz 
09:00 Matin Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder      John Buttke 
Organist S. Eversmeyer 
Greeter  Rex Krueger 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
No Divine Service 

21 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24  25 

26 
Rev. Glawitz 
09:00 Matin Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       P. Schliesman  
Organist  JeanDragon 
Greeter   John Buttke 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
No Divine Service 

28  29  30  31  Sept 1 

Sept 2 
Rev. Rempfer  
09:00 Matins Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder      Seth Francis 
Organist TBD  
Greeter   C & B Egger 

Sept 3  

 
 
 
No Divine Service 

Sept 4  
Pastor 
Pautz 
returns 

Sept 5 
9:00 am Matins 
9:30 am Bible Study 

     

 


